126                 TALES OF BENGAL
in the village, but all returned them without a word of explanation. Nalini was not so much distressed as he by the rebuff. He advised an attempt to pacify Debendra Babu; which failing, he would put his scheme into execution. The two brothers, therefore, called on their enemy, and falling at his feet, implored him to say how they had offended him.
"You are much better off than I am/' replied Debendra Babu sarcastically; "it would be presumptuous for me to consort with such people. You remember the old fable of the earthen pot and brass vessel?"
"Mahasay," pleaded Jadu Babu, "we are young enough to be your sons. If we have unwittingly caused you offence, we beg to be forgiven."
"You have learnt how to talk sweetly enough/' rejoined Debendra Babu. " Nalini fancies himself a Ldt (lord) or b&dshdh at the very least. What time's we live in! The young have no respect whatever for their seniors! "
"Nalini is hardly more than a boy," said Jadu Babu with folded hands. "I am sure he had not the slightest intention of hurting your feelings."
61 What's the use of talking nonsense?" growled Debendra Babu. " Go away ! " and he pointed to the door.
The brothers did not stir; but Jadu Babu asked,